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What’s your name and position with the BTA?
Frank Hill - Vice President Bendigo Tennis Associaiton.

How long have you had that position?
I have been on the CoM and additional Committees for
approximately 36 years.

Why are you passionate about your role?
Because I am passionate about Bendigo Tennis and the Bendigo
Tennis Association.

Do you have a tennis background?
Yes. I played tennis in Bendigo for 36 years in the Juniors and
Seniors before I moved to Melbourne. For 25 years of this, I
played A grade. Both of my children played and now my
grandchildren play.

What are your interests outside of tennis?
I enjoy playing golf, watching football and supporting my
grandkids in thier sporting endeavours.

What is something about you that people wouldn’t know?
I'm a Geelong supporter in the AFL and support South Bendigo
locally. I played football for multiple teams in the Bendigo and
Golden City Leagues. I’ve owned and managed businesses over the
years and now spend a lot of time in volunteering and supporting
the Bendigo Regional Tennis Centre.

N E W S L E T T E R

May was a much better month for
the Centre in regards to functions.
It’s always great to see new people
coming through and enjoying what
we have to offer.

At the end of April, we hosted the
Regional Team Event held by
Tennis Victoria.
We got some fantastic comments
from both Tennis Victoria and the
competitors and we look forward
to holding this again in the future

We have so much happening in the
remainder of the year so make sure
you keep your eyes open for our
upcoming events.

Thanks again for your support of
the BTA and the Bendigo Regional
Tennis Centre

Ally

What’s Happening About me....

@bendigotennisassociation

@bendigotenniscentre

bendigotennis.com.au



 - 

Monday Morning
Veterans Tennis

weekly tennis

Wednesday Morning
Ladies Competition

Wednesday Evening
Wednesday Mixed

Thursday Morning
Ladies Competition

Thursday Evening
Thursday Open

Friday Afternoon
Juniors

affiliated clubs
Bendigo Tennis Club
Castlemaine Tennis Club
Ironbark Tennis Club
Kyneton Tennis Club
Maiden Gully Tennis Club
South Bendigo Tennis Club
Spring Gully Tennis Club
Strathfieldsaye Tennis Club
Strathdale Park Tennis Club
Woodvale Tennis Club

 Information for 2024

Wednesday Ladies
Commences 17th April, 2024
Concludes 18th September, 2024

Wednesday Night Mixed - Term 3
Commences 17th July, 2024
Concludes 18th September, 2024

Thursday Ladies
Commences 18th April, 2024
Concludes 19th September, 2024

Thursday Night Open - Term 3
Commences 18th July, 2024
Concludes 19th September, 2024

Junior Winter Pennant - Term 3
Commences 19th July, 2024
Concludes 20th September, 2024

Junior Friday Night Pennant
Commences 11th October, 2024

Saturday Juniors Pennant
Commences 12th October, 2024

Saturday Pennant
Commences 12th October, 2024



Watch this space for an
announcement of a new 

event in December



Bendigo Academy of Sports Gala/Awards
Evening: 
Young tennis star Isabella Crossman was recognised for a terrific 12 months of
performance at the Bendigo Academy of Sport's Annual Presentation Gala Event last
Friday night.
Crossman joined a long list of storied Bendigo athletes to be awarded with the Gary
Tierney Memorial Scholarship Award along with the Athlete of the Year award for tennis.
Her phenomenal year included being a quarter-finalist at the 18 and under 2023
Australian Championships and runner-up placings in the same age group at the ITF J200
Sydney and ITF I200 Waniu, South Korea.
She is also a member of the Victorian Tennis Australia State Development Team and
ranked third in the state for her birth year.
Crossman is completing her VCE studies this year and hopes to play College Tennis in
the USA, potentially on a full scholarship, in 2025.

Jack Burford received  the Encouragement Award through the Tennis Squad.

(Bendigo Academy of Sport
Tennis Coach Calan McCarthy
(left) and Isabella Crossman

 Dr Ashleigh-Jane Thompson
(Chair Bendigo Academy of

Sport), Isabella Crossman (BAS
Athlete of the Year), and John

McGrath (representing Tierney
Family)



Pizzey Cup 2024
Bree Smith was one of Team VIC's coaches for the 2024 Pizzey Cup in Hobart. Team VIC
finished in 3rd claiming the Bronze Medal, the best result they have had in over 10
years. Bree said, it has been an absolute honour coaching this team alongside Matt
(boys coach) and Joe (team manager). She couldn't be prouder of the team. 
The Pizzey Cup is a prestigious national schools tennis championships open to students
from year seven through to year 12. The event provides secondary school students the
opportunity to represent their state. The Pizzey Cup is conducted by School Sport
Australia in partnership with Tennis Australia.
Bree's next coaching adventure with Team VIC will be in Darwin for the 2024 Bruce Cup
in August, School Sport Australia's (SSA) 12 Years and Under Tennis Championships.



12/U Regional Zone Squad
All Tennis Victoria 12/U Regional Zone Squads were invited to participate in the 12/U
Regional Zone Squad Camp at Melbourne Park at the end of May. The Bendigo Zone
Squad and coach Bree Smith travelled to Melbourne to participated in the wonderful
event and had a unreal day down at Melbourne Park gaining unrivalled experience
playing against other Zone Squad players from around the state. 



Spring Gully Tennis Club - Court 5 resurfaced
Spring Gully TC have recently had Court 5 resurfaced, with works now complete the new
resurfaced court is looking fantastic and ready for tennis action to re-commence.

Strathdale Park TC & Hazara Community -
Introduction to Tennis & Pickleball:
Strathdale Park Tennis Club opened their doors to welcome members of our local
Afghan (Hazara) community on May 26th. With the support of Sports Focus and Bendigo
Community Health Services, the club provided a very fun introduction to tennis and
pickleball. Sports Focus will now continue to support the club to provide an ongoing
opportunity. A tremendous effort by all involved in setting this up and introducing the
sport to wider parts of the community!



Maiden Gully Tennis Club - Court Update
General access to the Maiden Gully Tennis Club courts for members of the public will
become available when construction of the new pavilion is complete. This is expected to
take place in September 2024.
When the pavilion project is completed, a new court booking system will be introduced
to enable members of the public access to the courts.
Please note these tennis courts are currently for use by members of the Maiden Gully
Tennis Club only.

Balls available at the BRTC



Fantastic Families at Strathfieldsaye Tennis
Club 
At Strathfieldsaye Tennis Club we have a wonderful group of parents who supported
their children in their tennis training and throughout weekly competition. At the end of
the summer tennis season at the Bendigo Regional Tennis Centre, STC celebrated a
family day and sausage sizzle. What a wonderful community event! Thank you to
everyone for your support!



Strathfieldsaye Veteran Tennis (STC)
Strathfieldsaye Tennis Club veterans enjoyed a celebratory day with morning tea to
acknowledge their participation in tennis and their contribution to STC over the years.
Many comments were made regarding the length of time they have been playing at the
Uxbridge tennis courts. Some believe it could be for 35 years! What a milestone for a few
of these longstanding players. Well done, Ray, Keith and Barry! 

Regional Academies – High Performance Day
A High Performance Day for all regional academy athletes was held recently – a fantastic
opportunity for regional athletes to come to the home of the Australian Open for a day
of tennis.
Storm Hunter shared her story with the attendees, telling of journey through tennis in
Western Australia before moving to Victoria to continue her professional career. Her
story highlights the ups and downs of a career in tennis and how the tennis journey is a
long game.
Paul Mick from Victorian Tennis Programs and the Tennis Australia Coach Development
Team facilitated an on court session with the days theme being CONSISTENCY,
ACTIVATION & INTENSITY. The intensity and work ethic over the 2.5 hours was high
quality and a credit to all athletes involved.
The day was supported by the Regional Coaches: Jackson Varney (Barwon Academy),
Calan McCarthy (Bendigo Academy), Wes Isles (South West Academy) & Adam Lasky
(West Vic Academy).
Thank you to all involved for a fantastic day for regional tennis players!



Vic Sports Award - Hayden Eastwood

Castlemaine Lawn Tennis Club President, Hayden Eastwood, was the recipient of the
VAILO Volunteer of the Year at the 2023 Victorian Sport Awards hosted in the Victory
Room at Marvel Stadium on June 12th and was presented in conjunction by the State
Government of Victoria and Vicsport.

Hayden Eastwood’s tireless efforts and commitment to inclusivity at Castlemaine Lawn
Tennis Club earned him the prestigious VAILO Volunteer of the Year award. Through
initiatives like Rainbow Sets and the Future Stars program, Hayden has made significant
strides in connecting the community through tennis.

This prestigious award acknowledges the tremendous effort Hayden has accomplished
at the Castlemaine Lawn Tennis Club as a volunteer. Volunteering is vital to all
community clubs, and volunteers are hard to find so it is great to see Hayden get this
recognition especially coming from a small regional town.







Introducing our brand new
competition









Bendigo Tennis
Association

Affiliated Clubs



Thank you to our Sponsors
Major Sponsor

Platinum Sponsors

Sapphire Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors




